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self to any concrete project of autonomy. But whether
her action represents genuine feeling on the part of
the Tsar and his advisers, as M. Gabriel Hanotaux so
positively asserts, or whether it was originally a mere
manoeuvre to prevent the Polish question being raised
against her, it is at least certain that Russia has entered
upon a new path from which it will be very difficult if not
impossible to recede. The Russian Poles, under the leader-
ship of M. Dmowski, have rallied loyally round the Tsar;
and there are many signs that the long-deferred Russo-
Polish rapprochement is at length on the point of fulfilment.
Here economic interests play their part, for in recent years
the district between Warsaw and Lodz has become one of
the chief industrial centres of the Russian Empire, and its
annexation to Austria or to Prussia would place a tariff
wall between it and the South Russian markets upon which
it chiefly depends. The Poles of Galicia, having enjoyed
the utmost liberty under Austrian rule, have naturally been
almost immune from the discontent so noticeable among
their kinsmen in Russia and Prussia, and have indeed for
a generation past formed the backbone of all parliamentary
majorities in the Austrian Reichsrat. But even among
them the first faint signs of Russophil feeling have been
noticeable in the last two years. This is partially due to the
encouragement given by the Austrian Government to the
Ruthenes in Galicia, but also to the disintegrating effect
of universal suffrage upon the Polish political parties, the
growth of democratic tendencies at the expense of the
Austrophil nobility, and the consequent increased influence
of the Poles of Warsaw. Though the Polish parties in Galicia
issued declarations of loyalty to Austria at the beginning of the
war, and though their franc-tireurs are fighting in the Austrian
ranks, there is a growing perception of the fact that the only